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MANCHESTER-HOOKSETT-BOW 
STATE 13917 FEDERAL X-A000(112) 

NH3A FEASIBILITY STUDY 
 

Town of Hooksett Community Meeting  
 

Thursday May 13, 2004 
7:00PM 

Hooksett Public Library 
Hooksett, New Hampshire 

 
 
Advisory Committee Members: Charles Watson (Hooksett Town Planner), Steve Korzyniowski 
(Hooksett Resident) 
 
Staff: Chris Northrop (NHOEA), Michael Pillsbury (NHDOT), Bob Jurasin (Wilbur Smith Associates), 
Tom Errico (Wilbur Smith Associates) 
 
Attendees: Lee B. Campbell (Hooksett Resident), Paul & Irene Coalon (Hooksett Residents), Stephen 
Asraprotis (Hooksett Police Dept.), Diane and Richard Groux (Hooksett Residents), Richard Marshall 
(Hooksett Planning Board), Glenn Smart (The Smart Associates), Joe Johnson (CLD Consulting 
Engineers), Monica Charpentier (Hooksett Resident), Anne & Alex Korzyniowski (Hooksett Residents), 
Jim & Patti Gorton (Hooksett Residents), Matthew Call (Union Leader), Mary & Daniel Mattaini 
(Manchester Residents), Alden Beauchemin (Keyland Enterprise), Chris & Kristen Morneau (Hooksett 
Residents) 
 
 

1. Charles Watson asked about funding availability.  Mike noted that improvements 
for the NH 3A corridor are in the NHDOT 10-year Plan and short-term 
improvements could be implemented quicker with other NHDOT funding 
sources. 

2. Provide for efficient truck traffic is not a Purpose that they could support.  The 
location of the I-93 Toll Booth as it relates to truck traffic diversion needs to be 
considered. 

3. It was suggested that the weight limit be reduced on NH 3A such that trucks 
would be restricted. 

4. NH 3A needs to be repaired frequently because of trucks. 
5. Truck traffic is very heavy on Sunday nights. 
6. Truck noise is an issue. 
7. Proposed developments in developments in Town attract trucks. 
8. Route 3 congestion on the east side of Town contributes to diversion of traffic to 

NH3A. 
9. Traffic is backed up on NH3A to avoid tolls on Holidays. 
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10. Consideration of a new bridge across the river to minimize heavy traffic at the 
existing bridge should be included. 

11. Charles Watson indicted that they are updating the Town’s Master Plan.  The 
Existing Main Street Bridge is in the wrong place.  It directs traffic to the village 
where constraints exist.  It is suggested that when the Connector Road is built, 
that a new crossing be built a connected directly to Hackett Hill Road. 

12. Households will increase by 50% and cars will use NH3A when traveling 
southbound.  Limiting truck traffic on NH 3A south of Hackett Hill Road and 
force them to use I-93.  Environmental impacts are significant from trucks, 
particular the diesel fumes. 

13. Charles Watson noted that he is aware of safety problems on NH 3A, the truck 
traffic is the number #1 problem, and developments will aggravate traffic.  The 
study scope will need to address lack of usage of I-93.  A serious change to I-93 is 
needed on truck traffic.  Current State message is that it is acceptable to invest on 
NH3A for truck facilities.  The State has not adequate prepared a plan that 
addresses truck needs. 

14. The report must make a strong statement to the State and Towns that truck traffic 
is unacceptable. 

15. Innovative solutions to solving the truck problems are needed. 
16. As a twenty-one year resident, used to be able to cross NH3A without any traffic, 

now it is impossible. 
17. Irving is proposing a big expansion. Trucks ignore left-turn prohibition signs.  

There are 30+/- trucks in the facility now and it may double. 
18. The loss of toll revenue related to truck diversion as compared to maintenance 

costs to NH3A may be equal. 
19. Hazardous loads on trucks are a concern. 
20. An immediate solution would be to limit weights or loads. 
21. Short-term solutions that move trucks off NH3A are needed. 
22. The State Weigh Station is not utilized. 
23. Mike noted that removal of the tolls is not likely.  He noted that restricted or 

prohibiting trucks on a facility like NH3A is not possible. He did note that with 
the future EZPass Electronic toll program, there might be opportunities to provide 
discounts to trucks for the purpose of relieving pressure on NH3A. 

24. Charles noted that in Merrimac, where he was the former Town Planner, there 
was a recommendation to reduce the toll by 50%.  The total revenue may actual 
be equal as the traffic volume will increase. 

25. Increased congestion and traffic signals may force trucks to I-93 due to the 
increases in travel times. 

26. Maintenance of NH3A will be needed. 
27. In places where the road was narrow, the trucks went slow. But with roadway 

widening, such as at Windsor Estates, trucks speeds are excessive. 
28. The corridor should be beautified.  Trucks make it dirty and require significant 

investment in maintenance costs.  Speeds are high.  NH3A is also a bicycle route. 
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29. Speeds are not only related to trucks. Maybe the barrier toll should be eliminated 
and tolls added to ramps. 

30. It was asked when would the air quality samples be taken.  It was noted that this is 
a feasibility study and detailed modeling will not take place.  Future follow-up 
studies would conduct detailed air quality assessments. 

31. The asphalt plants create bad odors as it comes down the river.  It was noted that 
this study would not review emission sources and making recommendations on 
standards. 

32. Truck rollovers at Exit 10 traveling southbound to I-93 is a significant problem. 
33. Emergency vehicles travel down NH3A headed to I-93 almost every day. 
34. NHDOT should provide Truck Rest Areas on I-93. 
35. NHDOT should provide more connections to I-93 from Route 3A. 
36. Pine Street and Goslin Road should be included in the traffic count program and 

evaluation. 
37. The St. Mary’s Connector to Main Street, a Town project, will create more 

congestion on Route 3 and Route 3A and NHDOT should solve the problem. 
38. NHDOT should effectively use the Weight Station and have truck limits using 

Route 3A. 
  


